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4 Gospels — Luke: The Gospel of Stories

Focus Passage: Luke 10:25-37

Additional Context: Luke 9:51-19:27 (Luke’s Travelogue)
Corollary Scripture: Deuteronomy 6:5, Leviticus 19:18

Sermon Recap: The Gospel of Luke relies heavily on stories and parables to communicate gospel truths about Jesus
and the Kingdom of God. In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus is sowing seeds of reversal to show that the
Kingdom of God is going to involve people from all ethnic groups. The Samaritans had historically been enemies of the
Israelites. They were different racially, religiously, and politically. When a Jewish expert in the Law asked Jesus, “Who is
my neighbor?” Jesus used the parable of the Good Samaritan to ask a better question: “Who was a neighbor to the
wounded man?” A Samaritan would have been the most unlikely person the Jewish Lawyer would have considered a
neighbor. In the parable, the Jewish priest and Levite (dedicated servant in the temple) crossed the street to pass by the
wounded man as they approached. In contrast, when the Samaritan approached the wounded man, he slowed down
and stopped to check on him. The Samaritan had compassion on the man and sacrificed his own comfort, time, and
resources to care for the wounded man. The Samaritan actually sought a relationship with the man by promising to
return and pay for his needs until recovered. The Samaritan became an unlikely neighbor to the Jewish man by (1)
slowing down, (2) suffering with him —Com (with) passion (suffering)—, (3) sacrificing for him, and (4) seeking
relationship with him. Jesus intended the Lawyer to see himself as the wounded man left for dead and needing the
compassion of another to be healed (saved). The good news of the gospel tells us that Jesus became the wounded man
so that we might be healed. Jesus came to us in our need, suffered for us, sacrificed Himself, and sought a relationship
with us. What are some ways that we can go and do likewise?

Interpretive Helps

e The Gospel of Luke is part of two volumes written by Luke. Acts is a continuing sequel to the Gospel of Luke.

e  While the term “Samaria” was first identified with the city founded by Omri, it soon became associated with the entire region
surrounding the city, the tribal territory of Manasseh and Ephraim. Finally, the name “Samaria” became synonymous with
the entire Northern Kingdom (1 Kings 13:32; Jer. 31:5). After the Assyrian conquest Samaria began to shrink in size. By NT
times it became identified with the central region of Palestine, with Galilee to the north and Judea to the south. The name
“Samaritans” originally was identified with the Israelites of the Northern Kingdom (2 Kings 17:29). When the Assyrians
conquered Israel and exiled 27,290 Israelites, a “remnant of Israel” remained in the land. Assyrian captives from distant places
also settled there (2 Kings 17:24). This led to the intermarriage of some, though not all, Jews with Gentiles and to widespread
worship of foreign gods. By the time the Jews returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple and the walls of Jerusalem, Ezra
and Nehemiah refused to let the Samaritans share in the experience (Ezra 4:1-3; Neh. 4:7). The old antagonism between
Israel to the north and Judah to the south intensified the quarrel. The Jewish inhabitants of Samaria identified Mount Gerizim
as the chosen place of God and the only center of worship, calling it the “navel of the earth” because of a tradition that Adam
sacrificed there. Their Scriptures were limited to the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Bible. Moses was regarded as the
only prophet and intercessor in the final judgment. They also believed that 6,000 years after creation, a Restorer would arise
and would live on earth for 110 years. On the judgment day the righteous would be resurrected in paradise and the wicked
roasted in eternal fire. In the days of Christ, the relationship between the Jews and the Samaritans was greatly strained (Luke
9:52-54; 10:25-37; 17:11-19; John 8:48). The animosity was so great that the Jews bypassed Samaria as they traveled
between Galilee and Judea. They went an extra distance through the barren land of Perea on the eastern side of the Jordan
to avoid going through Samaria. Yet, Jesus rebuked His disciples for their hostility to the Samaritans (Luke 9:55-56), healed a
Samaritan leper (Luke 17:16), honored a Samaritan for his neighborliness (Luke 10:30-37), praised a Samaritan for his



gratitude (Luke 17:11-18), asked a drink of a Samaritan woman (John 4:7), and preached to the Samaritans (John 4:40-42).
Then in Acts 1:8 Jesus challenged His disciples to witness in Samaria. Philip, a deacon, opened a mission in Samaria (Acts 8:5).}
e Denarii— a denarius was equivalent to the average daily wage of a laborer.
e  Check out the Bible Project videos on Luke linked below in the “Further Resources” section.

Comments to Leaders

e | hope you have participated in our online worship service. | had no part in producing it, but | want to thank the team that
gathered Saturday to put it together and get it out to us. | believe they made the most of challenging conditions, leading us
to engage in worship as the church dispersed rather than our norm of the church gathered. I'm grateful for the technology
we have available that made it possible for us to engage “corporately” in worship and to engage as groups throughout the
week.

e It looks like social-distancing may be the new normal for a while. | want to update you on our efforts to use technology to
keep our groups engaged with one another. James Payne, who heads up our Information Technology at the Chapel, has
been a great partner as we’ve researched the best options for videoconferencing. It turns out that our most attractive
option for the next month will be Cisco Webex. It is user friendly, functional, and with 30 days free, it is affordable. © Here
are some initial steps to get you started:

o If you have not already informed me that you want the option of videoconferencing for your group, the first step is
to let me know. | will give your name and email to James Payne who will set you up with a Webex account.

o For those of you have already let me know that you want videoconferencing, James Payne will be setting up an
account on Webex for you. You should receive an email from Cisco Webex in the next 24 hours with an invitation
to activate your account. Your email will be your username and you will need to set up your personal password.

o  With your Webex account, you will be able to initiate private videoconference meetings. You can send a link to all
of the members of your group, informing them of the time of the meeting.

=  Those you invite can sign-on as guests without setting up an account of their own. At the indicated time,
they will be able to click on the link you send them and join in the meeting.

= HOWEVER, IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT EVERYONE DOWNLOAD THE DESKTOP OR MOBILE APP — CISCO
WEBEX MEETINGS. The app is available for Apple and PC devices. | downloaded both the desktop and
mobile apps and found it pretty straightforward and easy. Here is a link for the Mac and PC desktop app
download — https://help.webex.com/en-us/0tow9g/Download-and-Set-Up-the-Cisco-Webex-Meetings-
Desktop-App

o Participants will need to turn on their device camera and microphone to fully participate in the video conference. It
will be sort of like a conference call, but you will be able to see the people’s faces when they speak. You will also
be able to show documents for the whole group to share if you find that helpful.

= There is also an audio option for anyone who does not have video capability.

o I recommend you check out this 3-minute tutorial — https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2C9BVtGVrk

o If you have further questions, feel free to contact me — dsouth@wcchapel.org ... 757-941-1241— or James Payne
—ijpayne@wcchapel.org

e | suggest you spend the majority of your discussion time in the Serve section application questions and in prayer.

e  This morning (Sunday) the LORD encouraged me through Psalm 118. As you encounter group members, neighbors, or
others experiencing extra anxiety, you may want to read it with them. | remind you that you are the first-line of pastoral
care to our group members. Some one-on-one conversations with group members may lead to deeper concerns than might
be shared at a group gathering. If you come across a significant need, please let our pastoral staff know so we can partner
with you.

Group Gathering- Interaction

Connect: Making Honest Connections with One Another (Pick one)
1. Please share briefly one of the following:
a. Ajoy or answer to prayer you have received this week?
b. Your biggest adjustment or what you miss most related to this uncharted season of social-distancing.

1 Donald R. Potts, “Samaria, Samaritans,” ed. Chad Brand et al., Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible
Publishers, 2003), 1436-1437.



c. What has God been saying to you through His word, the sermon, or other people?

Grow: Listening to and Learning from God’s Word

Read Luke 10:25-37
1. What motive does Luke attribute to the first question the expert in the Law asked Jesus? (Luke 10:25)

2. What reason does Luke give for the lawyer’s follow-up question, “And who is my neighbor”? (Luke 10:29)

Serve: Serving King Jesus and Others, By Living Out and Letting Others Know God’s Word

1. Do you find yourself trying to justify yourself or find loopholes when it comes to loving neighbors you would not
choose as neighbors? (Luke 10:29)

2. Areyou aware of any literal “neighbors” in your neighborhood who may need a good neighbor at this time? ...
How might you be that good neighbor?

a. How might you slow down, show compassion, sacrifice, seek relationship with them?

3. Ina moralistic reading of Scripture, it is easy to think, “l should be more like the Good Samaritan.” However, as
the sermon mentioned, that was not the point of the parable. Jesus’ intent was that the expert in the Jewish
biblical Law might see himself as the wounded man in desperate need of help. How does impact how you see
yourself in the parable of the Good Samaritan?

What we hope members glean from the passage:

1. The Law expert was testing Jesus, who took the lawyer right back to the Law in Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus
19:18.

2. The lawyer was “wanting to justify himself.”

Further Resources

e Bible Project —
o Luke Part 1 — https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/181310?episode=44
o Luke Part 2 — https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/181310?episode=45
e lllustrations and quotes from the sermon can be found on the “Sermon Slides” link at the bottom of
www.wcchapel.org




