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Questions	for	Small	Groups	|	April	28,	2019	
	
Anyone	leading	the	group	this	week	may	find	additional	Small	Group	Leader	Resources	at	
http://www.wcchapel.org/resources-for-small-group-leaders/	
	
Explore	the	Spirit	––	Jesus	and	the	Holy	Spirit	
Focus	Passage:	Luke	3:21–22;	4:14–21;	John	20:19–22	
Context:	Luke	3:21–4:30;	Acts	2–5	
Corollary	Scriptures:	Matthew	3:13–17;	Mark	1:9–11;	John	16:7;	Acts	1:8,	12–14;	Romans	8:11	

Sermon	Recap:		The	Holy	Spirit	empowers	the	exploration.	The	Big	Idea	is	that	the	same	Holy	Spirit	that	
empowered	Jesus	during	His	ministry	on	earth	empowered	the	early	Church	in	her	ministry,	and	empowers	
those	in	whom	He	dwells	today––every	born-again	follower	of	Jesus	the	Messiah.	The	Gospel	of	Luke	and	
the	Book	of	Acts	reveal	parallels	in	the	Holy	Spirit’s	empowerment	of	Jesus	and	of	the	early	Church	at	a	
number	of	points:	baptism,	commissioning	to	the	Kingdom	of	God	mission,	overcoming	temptation,	gospel	
and	geographic	movement,	empowered	preaching,	ministries	of	justice	and	mercy,	and	joy.	We	can	expect	
that	same	Holy	Spirit	that	empowered	Jesus	and	the	early	Church	to	baptize	us,	commission	us	to	Kingdom	
of	God	mission,	give	us	power	to	overcome	temptation,	carry	the	gospel	to	those	who	haven’t	received	it,	
proclaim	Bible	truths	effectively,	reflect	Jesus’	concern	for	justice	and	mercy.	Moreover,	we	can	have	joy	in	
the	process	even	in	the	face	of	opposition	and	mistreatment.	

Introductory	Comments	to	Leaders		
We	begin	the	“Explore	the	Holy	Spirit”	series	this	week	that	will	take	us	through	June	9.	I	pray	that	the	Holy	Spirit	will	
use	these	messages	and	the	accompanying	small	group	materials	to	acquaint	us	more	intimately	with	the	person	and	
work	of	the	third	person	of	the	Trinity.	As	we	discuss	receiving	of	the	Spirit,	walking	in	the	Spirit,	and	the	gifts	of	the	
Spirit	hopefully	your	group	members	will	be	presented	with	a	wonderful	environment	to	deepen	their	understanding	of	
those	who	hold	different	biblical	interpretations	on	those	topics.	It	will	be	a	great	chance	for	you	as	a	leader	to	help	your	
members	put	the	gospel	on	display	as	we	celebrate	our	unity	in	the	midst	of	diversity.		

In	this	first	message,	we	hope	to	drive	home	the	point	that	the	Holy	Spirit	enables	Holy	Spirit-indwelled	disciples	of	Jesus	
to	continue	the	ministry	and	mission	of	Jesus.	We’ll	see	that	the	early	church’s	experience	of	the	Holy	Spirit	paralleled	
Jesus’	experience	of	the	Holy	Spirit	during	His	earthly	ministry.	Because	the	message	connects	some	dots	between	
passages	in	Luke,	John,	and	Acts,	we’ve	included	passages	in	a	chart	format	this	week	to	help	with	continuity.	I’m	
anticipating	that	some	questions	may	arise	about	the	Trinity	over	the	course	of	this	series.	I	have	placed	a	resource	
entitled	“Trinity	Diagram	and	Helps”	on	the	Groups	Resources	page	to	provide	some	biblically	orthodox	help.	Also,	the	
sermon	included	a	quote	from	Francis	Chan’s,	Forgotten	God.	There	is	a	7-session	study	on	Forgotten	God	that	your	
group	members	may	access	with	their	Right	Now	Media	account	at	
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/145.		

If	you	are	aware	of	anyone	in	your	group	that	may	not	have	a	saving	relationship	with	Jesus	as	Savior	and	Lord,	make	
sure	to	get	to	question	4	in	the	application	section.	
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Background	Helps	

• Between	the	Ascension	and	Pentecost	–	What	we	know	of	as	Pentecost	(deriving	from	50	days)	began	as	the	
Jewish	feast	of	Shavuot	or	“The	Feast	of	Weeks.”	It	was	a	harvest	celebration	that	was	to	occur	the	day	after	
seven	weeks	after	the	first	day	of	Passover––50	days.	Acts	2	describes	how	the	promised	Holy	Spirit	came	upon	
the	disciples	on	the	Day	of	Pentecost.	Acts	1:3	refers	to	Jesus	stating,	“He	also	presented	Himself	alive	after	His	
suffering,	by	many	convincing	proofs,	appearing	to	them	over	a	period	of	forty	days	and	speaking	of	the	things	
concerning	the	kingdom	of	God.”	Some	resources	say	the	7	weeks	were	counted	from	the	first	day	of	Passover	
while	others	state	it	was	counted	from	the	first	Sabbath	day	after	Passover.	When	we	take	into	account	that	
Jesus	was	in	the	tomb	until	the	3rd	day	after	the	first	day	of	Passover	and	that	He	spent	40	days	with	His	disciples	
after	rising	from	the	dead,	it	seems	we	have	a	window	between	7	and	10	days	between	His	ascension	of	Jesus	
and	the	coming	of	the	Holy	Spirit	at	Pentecost.	The	difference	of	the	few	days	depends	on	whether	you	count	
Pentecost	from	the	first	day	of	Passover	or	from	the	Sabbath	day	after	Passover.		
	

Hook:		Pick	a	Question	to	Help	Ignite	Conversation		

When	you	were	a	child,	what	did	you	think	when	you	heard	mention	of	the	“Holy	Ghost”	or	the	“Holy	Spirit”?	 	

Look––Observing	and	Interpreting:		

READ	–	John	20:19–22.	Also,	to	better	see	the	relationship	between	Jesus’	relationship	with	the	Holy	Spirit	and	
the	relationship	of	Christians	in	the	Church	to	the	Holy	Spirit,	please	read	and	discuss	each	set	of	parallels	and	
their	associated	Bible	references	in	the	chart	below,	treating	each	numbered	pair	as	a	“question.”	

Parallels	Between	Jesus’	Relationship	with	the	Holy	Spirit	in	Luke	
and	the	Church’s	Relationship	with	the	Holy	Spirit	in	Acts	
Luke	 Acts	

1. Jesus’	birth	comes	through	the	Holy	Spirit	
“overshadowing”	Mary	(Luke	1:35).	His	ministry	
begins	when	the	Holy	Spirit	descends	upon	him	at	
his	baptism	(Luke	3:22).	

The	church	in	Acts	is	born	through	the	baptism	of	the	
Holy	Spirit	(Acts	2:1–4).	

2. Jesus’	first	sermon	explains	how	the	Spirit	had	
come	upon	him	to	set	the	captives	free	(Luke	4:16–
19).	

Peter’s	first	sermon	explains	how	the	Spirit’s	power	had	
come	upon	the	church	to	testify	to	Jesus	(Acts	2:14–36).	

3. Immediately	after	his	baptism,	Jesus	is	driven	into	
the	wilderness	to	be	tempted	by	Satan.	Luke	notes	
that	he	did	so	“full	of	the	Holy	Spirit,”	which	was	
part	of	the	reason	he	so	successfully	resisted	the	
temptations	(Luke	4:1).	

The	apostles	are	baptized	in	the	Spirit	and	almost	
immediately	get	dragged	in	front	of	the	Sanhedrin,	in	
whom	the	power	of	Satan	is	at	work.	The	Holy	Spirit	fills	
them	with	boldness	so	that	they	can	respond	to	their	
accusers	(Acts	4:8).	

4. Jesus	gets	sent	out	by	the	Spirit	to	travel	around	
Israel,	preaching	the	gospel	(Luke	4:16).	

Jesus	tells	the	apostles	that	the	Spirit	will	take	them	
around	the	world,	preaching	the	gospel	(Acts	1:8).	

5. Numerous	followers	prophesy	in	the	power	of	the	 Peter	tells	the	first	church	gathered	at	Pentecost	that	the	
evidence	that	the	Holy	Spirit	is	on	them	is	their	
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Spirit	about	Jesus	(e.g.	Luke	1:39–45;	2:25–35).	 prophesying	about	Jesus	by	the	Holy	Spirit	(Acts	2:17–18).	

6. The	Spirit	of	God	fills	Jesus	to	preach	the	gospel	
(Luke	4:14).	He	tells	his	disciples	to	depend	on	the	
Spirit	for	that	same	filling	(Luke	12:11–12).	

The	disciples	experience	this	filling	frequently	(Acts	4:31;	
7:55).	

	
Illustrations:	

Illustrations	and	quotes	can	be	found	on	the	“Sermon	Slides”	link	at	the	bottom	of	www.wcchapel.org	

Took:	Applying	the	message	to	our	lives.	
1. What	parallels	with	the	Holy	Spirit’s	work	in	the	life	of	Jesus	and	in	the	early	Church	can	you	point	to	in	your	

relationship	with	the	Holy	Spirit?	
2. How	have	you	embraced	the	Holy	Spirit’s	commission	to	engage	in	the	Kingdom	of	God	mission?	If	you	were	not	

aware	that	you	have	been	called	to	that	mission,	how	can	you	open	yourself	to	accept	it	moving	forward?	
3. When	you	are	being	tempted,	what	are	some	practical	ways	the	Holy	Spirit	empowers	you	to	overcome	the	

temptation?	
4. If	you	have	not	experienced	any	of	the	evidences	we’ve	discussed	of	the	Holy	Spirit’s	empowering	in	your	life,	it	

would	be	helpful	to	ask	yourself,	“Do	I	have	assurance	that	God	has	begun	a	new	creation	in	me	through	His	
Spirit?		Have	I	been	spiritually	born	again	and	received	the	Holy	Spirit?”	If	you	do	not	have	that	certainty,	
consider	these	verses:	

1	John	5:13	–	I	write	these	things	to	you	who	believe	in	the	name	of	the	Son	of	God,	that	you	may	know	that	
you	have	eternal	life.		

	 What	does	John	want	his	readers	to	know?	What	is	the	basis	for	their	knowing?	

Romans	8:9	–	You,	however,	are	not	in	the	flesh	but	in	the	Spirit,	if	in	fact	the	Spirit	of	God	dwells	in	
you.	Anyone	who	does	not	have	the	Spirit	of	Christ	does	not	belong	to	him.	

	 What	does	Paul	say	about	those	who	do	not	have	the	Spirit	of	Christ	dwelling	in	them?	

If	you	do	not	have	that	assurance	of	a	saving	relationship	with	God	through	Jesus,	please	ask	your	group	
members	how	you	can	be	certain	that	you	are	born-again.	

Prayer:	Please	spend	some	time	praying	for	one	another.		
	
What	we	hope	members	glean	from	the	passage:	

The	main	point	we	hope	for	group	members	to	walk	away	with	is	that	the	same	Spirit	that	empowered	Jesus’	earthly	
ministry	also	empowered	the	early	church’s	ministry	and	empowers	the	Church	and	individual	members	today.	We	hope	
participants	will	be	evaluating	their	own	lives	and	ministry	in	view	of	the	indwelling	Holy	Spirit	and	the	power	He	brings	
to	do	what	we	cannot	do	in	our	own	abilities.		


